
 

 

Bernard Cazeneuve  

Minister of the Interior 

Ministry of the Interior 

Place Beauvau 

75708 Paris  

France 

 

November 13, 2014 

 

Re: Death of Rémi Fraisse and the Use of Force During Demonstrations 

 

Dear Minister, 

 

We write to you in connection with the death of Rémi Fraisse on the night 

of October 25 during a demonstration against the construction of the 

Sivens dam in the Tarn area. We would be grateful if you could provide us 

with further information on the investigations that have been opened into 

his death, and the steps you have taken to ensure those investigations are 

effective. 

 

According to media reports, an autopsy and analyses of the backpack 

Rémi Fraisse was carrying when he died have revealed that his death was 

caused by an explosion that may have been provoked by a stun grenade 

used by the gendarmes who were policing the protest. 

 

We understand that on October 29, the prosecutor of Toulouse opened a 

criminal investigation 

violence that resulted in death without inte a 

person in a position of public authority in the course of his/her duties  

 

We are also aware that on October 29, Prime Minister Manuel Valls 

announced that the General Inspectorate of the Gendarmerie would 

conduct an internal investigation into the events. In a media interview, the 

Director General of the Gendarmerie stated on October 29 that he would 

not suspend the gendarme who fired the grenade that may have caused 

the death of Rémi Fraisse while the matter is investigated. Can you confirm 

this information? 

 

 

350 Fifth Avenue, 34th Floor 
New York, NY 10118-3299 
Tel: +1-212-290-4700 
Fax: +1-212-736-1300; 917-591-3452 

 
Kenneth Roth, Executive Director 

D e p u t y  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r s  

Michele Alexander, Development and Global Initiatives  

Carroll Bogert, External Relations 

Iain Levine, Program 

Chuck Lustig, Operations 

Bruno Stagno, Advocacy 

 

Dinah PoKempner, General Counsel 

James Ross, Legal and Policy Director 

D i v i s i o n  a n d  P r o g r a m  D i r e c t o r s  

Brad Adams, Asia 

Daniel Bekele, Africa 

Alison Parker, United States 

José Miguel Vivanco, Americas 

Sarah Leah Whitson, Middle East and North Africa 

Hugh Williamson, Europe and Central Asia 

 

Joseph Amon, Health and Human Rights 

Shantha Rau Barriga, Disability Rights  

Peter Bouckaert, Emergencies 

Zama Coursen-Neff, Children’s Rights 

Richard Dicker, International Justice 

Bill Frelick, Refugees’ Rights 

Arvind Ganesan, Business and Human Rights 

Liesl Gerntholtz, Women’s Rights 

Steve Goose, Arms  

Graeme Reid, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Rights 

A d v o c a c y  D i r e c t o r s  

Philippe Bolopion, United Nations, New York 

Maria Laura Canineu, Brazil 

Kanae Doi, Japan 

Jean-Marie Fardeau, France 

Meenakshi Ganguly, South Asia 

Tiseke Kasambala, Southern Africa 

Lotte Leicht, European Union 

Sarah Margon, Washington DC 

David Mepham, United Kingdom 

Wenzel Michalski, Germany   

Elaine Pearson, Australia 

Juliette de Rivero, United Nations, Geneva 

B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  

Hassan Elmasry, Co-Chair 

Joel Motley, Co-Chair 
Wendy Keys, Vice-Chair 

Susan Manilow, Vice-Chair 

Jean-Louis Servan-Schreiber, Vice-Chair 

Sid Sheinberg, Vice-Chair 

John J. Studzinski, Vice-Chair 

Michael G. Fisch, Treasurer 

Bruce Rabb, Secretary 

Karen Ackman 

Jorge Castañeda 

Tony Elliott 

Michael E. Gellert 

Hina Jilani 

Betsy Karel 

Robert Kissane 

Kimberly Marteau Emerson 

Oki Matsumoto 

Barry Meyer 

Aoife O’Brien 

Joan R. Platt 

Amy Rao 

Neil Rimer 

Victoria Riskin 

Graham Robeson 

Shelley Rubin 

Kevin P. Ryan 

Ambassador Robin Sanders 

Javier Solana 

Siri Stolt-Nielsen 

Darian W. Swig 

John R. Taylor 

Amy Towers 

Marie Warburg 

Catherine Zennström 

 

 

AMSTERDAM   · BEIRUT   · BERLIN · BRUSSELS · CHICAGO  · GENEVA · JOHANNESBURG  · LONDON · LOS ANGELES · MOSCOW ·  NAIROBI  · NEW YORK · PARIS   ·    
SAN FRANCISCO · SÃO PAULO  · SYDNEY  · TOKYO   · TORONTO · WASHINGTON  · ZÜRICH 

 

http://tempsreel.nouvelobs.com/societe/20141031.OBS3837/mort-de-remi-fraisse-la-these-de-la-grenade-offensive-confirmee.html
http://www.rfi.fr/france/20141029-mort-remi-fraisse-arsenal-gendarmerie-grenade-offensive/
http://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/2014/10/29/97001-20141029FILWWW00069-sivens-valls-n-a-rien-a-craindre-de-l-enquete.php


 

 

If so, we would welcome your clarification as to whether it is standard protocol for an 

officer to be suspended during an investigation into use of lethal force? If it is not, we 

would be interested to know why not, or if protocol was not followed in this case why not? 

 

We understand you have suspended the use of stun grenades by law enforcement officials. 

Is the suspension permanent, and if not, how long have stun grenades been suspended 

for? 

 

As you know, the right to life is protected under French and international human rights law. 

Under article 2 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), use of force that 

interferes with the right to life can only be justified if it is no more than absolutely 

article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). The right to life 

includes a duty on states to investigate any death that may have occurred in breach of that 

under international human rights law, such an investigation must be independent, prompt, 

effective, and accessible to the public. 

 

The investigation should determine whether Rémi Fraisse was deliberately targeted with 

the stun grenade and if the gendarme who threw the grenade identified himself as such 

and warned the protesters, with sufficient time, of his intention to fire a grenade. 

 

As the minister responsible for the Gendarmerie Nationale, we urge you to ensure that the 

Gendarmerie cooperates fully with the criminal investigation into the death of Rémi Fraisse 

and that those responsible are held to account. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jean-Marie Fardeau     Hugh Williamson 

France Director      Europe and Central Asia Director 


